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Amendments To Cidims: 

This listing ofjclaims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 
Listing of Claims: 
Claims 1-20 (cancelled). 

21 . (currently amended) A computer-implemented method for facilitating an auction 
comprising: 

storing, at a computer, a consumer defined purchase «rie rules for an item; 

retrieving, from said computer, a subset of consumer information, wherein said subset 
comprises consumer information having a similar said consumer defined purchase wte mles; 

providing, via said computer, said subset to a vendor offering said item; 

accepting, at said computer, a bid from said vendor to provide said item to a consumer 
associated with said Subset based on an ability of said vendor to accommodate within a consumer 
defined threshold said consumer defined purchase Rile yules of said subset; 

verifying, at said computer, that said bid is in accordance with said consumer defined 
purchase rule rules : and, 

confirming, flit said computer* that said bid is an optimum bid. 

22. (previously presented) The method of claim 21, further comprising notifying, via said 
computer, said consumer of said optimum bid, 

23. (previously presented) The method of claim 21, wherein said confirming step comprises 
determining if said bid provides optimum savings for said consumer. 

24. (previously presented) The method of claim 2 1 , wherein said verifying step comprises 
evaluating said bid based on a proposed price and a proposed provision of said item. 

25. (currently amended) The method of claim 21, wherein said storing step comprises 
storing in a database a deviation to said consumer defined purchase fale rules. 

26. (currently amended) The method of claim 21, wherein said storing step comprises 
storing in a database^ a restriction upon a deviation from said consumer defined purchase Rrie 

mles, BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

AXP Matter No, IP20000^257 2 

1735531.1 

PAGE 3f7 * RCVD AT 1 0/24/2005 1 1 :57: t8 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 ' DNIS:273S300 * CSID:602 382 6070 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-20 



OCT 24 2005 08:59 FR SNELL WILMER PHX 2 602 382 6070 TO 915712738300 P . 04 



Serial No. 09/827,031 
Docket No. 40655.1000 

27- (previously presented) The method of claim 21, wherein said item comprises at least one 
of an airline reservation, automobile rental reservation, and hotel reservation. 

28. (currently amended) The method of claim 21, wherein said retrieving step comprises 
scanning a database to determine rows of said consumer information with a similar said 
consumer defined purchase »le rules, placing said rows of a similar said consumer defined 
purchase rate rules into said subset, wherein said database comprises a plurality of rows. 

29. (previously presented) The method of claim 28, wherein an individual row of said rows 
is placed into a plurality of subsets. 

30. (currently amended) The method of claim 28, wherein said rows are similar when said 
consumer defined purchase nde rules differ difforo by less than a predetermined criteria. 

3 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 2 1 , wherein said item comprises at least one 
of a good and service. 

32. (currently amended) A machine-readable medium having stored thereon a plurality of 
instructions, said plurality of instructions when executed by a processor, cause said processor to 
perform a method comprising the steps of: 

storing in a database a consumer defined purchase mie rules for an item; 
retrieving a subset of consumer information, wherein said subset comprises consumer 
information having a similar said consumer defined purchase rate rules; 
providing said subset to a vendor offering said item; 

accepting a bid from said vendor to provide said item to a consumer associated with said 
subset based on an ability of said vendor to accommodate within a consumer de fined threshold 
said consumer defined purchase «te rules of said subset; 

verifying that said bid is in accordance with said consumer defined purchase wte rules; 

and, 

confirming that said bid is an optimum bid. 

33. (new) The method of claim 21, wherein said consumer defined purchase rules include at 
least two of price, scheduling preferences, departure airport, destination airport, departure date, 
departure time, arrival data, arrival time, seating preferences, and special accommodations. 
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